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backed by enormous voting power; but, so much
the worse, they will say, for it is a power of
ignorance rather than wisdom and private interest
rather than public spirit. While not going the
length of asserting that the elements represented
in Congress are the worst, they will tell you
emphatically that they are nearer the worst than
the best. Whatever the political career may be
in the ideal, they feel that, as politics go in
America, it is no career for a man who values his
intellectual integrity. When told (as I have
sometimes ventured to say) that by holding aloof
in this manner they perpetuate the conditions they
deplore, they will reply by describing the repul-
sive experiences to which a man of high calibre
would find himself exposed even if he succeeded
in forcing his way into politics against the all-
powerful machinery that guards the entrance, a
thing mostly impossible and an odious experience
in any case. If finally you point to Lincoln as a
man in the highest rank of human greatness who
rose to be head of the political State, the answer
will be that Lincoln's nomination to the Pre-
sidency was the result of an accident not likely
to be repeated, and that his heroic spirit happened
to be encased in the skin of a rhinoceros* In
writing these sentences I am recording the sub-
stance of many conversations with the American
intelligentsia.

This attitude towards politics and the politician,
varying, as I say, from indifference to aversion,